
CHIMERA 
A Drawing Exercise by Nick Bruel 

 
The Chimera was a beast from ancient Greek mythology that consisted of the head and body of 
a lion, the head of a goat (that in some depictions breathed fire), and a serpent instead of a tail.  
In this exercise, students can create their own Chimera from random animals that they pull 
from a bowl. 
 
WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
• At least Two sheets of paper 
• Pencil, pen, marker, crayon, etc. 
• Bowl (optional, but nice to have) 
 
STEPS 
Cut one sheet of paper (preferably more) into squares.  Write a different animal on each 
square.  The greater the variety of animals, the better.  Don’t forget about the fish, birds, and 
insects!  (For simplicity sake, I’ve attached some pre-made animal sheets to these instructions.) 
 
Randomly choose a paper square.  No peeking!  For example, “PENGUIN.”  This animal will 
represent the head of your Chimera.  Next choose another paper square.  For example, 
“GORILLA”.  This will be the body, or torso, of your Chimera.  Choose one more paper square.  
For example, “SPIDER.”  This will be the legs and tail (if applicable) of your Chimera. 
 
Time to draw! In the example above, the Chimera to be drawn will have the head of a Penguin, 
the body of a Gorilla, and the legs of a Spider. 
 
Lastly, name your Chimera.  You might want to choose the names of the animals incorporated 
to find it.  For the example above, the Chimera could be named a “PENGILLADER.” 
 
VARIATIONS 
There are lots of ways to alter this exercise to keep it interesting. 
• Instead of picking just three animals, try picking  four or five or more! 
• Instead of just animals, include some surprises like “BROCCOLLI” or “BATMAN” or “MOM”.   
• Instead of doing this on your own, make it a group exercise.  Three or more people pick paper 
squares.  The first person draws the head of the Chimera based on the chosen animal and 
passes the paper over to the next artist.  That person draws the body of the Chimera based on 
the chosen animal… and so on. 
 
Have fun! 



Rhino Pig

Rabbit Cat

Jellyfish Hippo

Monkey Spider



Bear Aardvark

Butterfly Goldfish

Snake Chicken

Dog Lizard



Chicken Shark

Octopus Elephant

Duck Lion

Moose Frog



Giraffe Tiger

Horse Cow

Gorilla Donkey

Penguin Turtle



Whale Squirrel

Bee Sheep

Goat Mouse

Owl Starfish


